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February 2,1927 


Mr. Wood, 
Numismatic Society, 


Broadway & 156 Street, N.Y. 
My dear Mr. Wood:- 


Can you perhaps tell me from your knowledge of modern 
Persian coins, how their year 1304 is the equivalent of our 
1927? That is what the Persian Government says in its state- 
ment in regard to their Post Office, when it makes the year 
1301 the equivalent of our 1922-1923. If you can give me 
this information, I shall be very much obliged to you. 


Believe me to be 


Faithfully yours, 


[bhatt 


« 


- 


‘DNervartment of Semitic Ionruages, 


with 3@°5. Possibly their year may ore into cart of our. s 
‘year and scart of the next yeor. The reason for this change — 


different and rot 3°25. 


February 3, 1927 
Professor Pichard Goltheil, 


Columbia University, 
New York City 


Dear Professor Goltheil: 


Ali 3 3 ‘ynow is th t Pe putec coins dated aguante = 
ing to the remular Mohammedan era stopped with the date 
1344, then they began to be dated 1304 and we have one ft 
dated 3305. I have teen told by a Persian that they ohaneed 
tois datine two or three yerrs ago mnd I understand they gee 
bein their year in Janvary, but I am not sure on this dette 
point. 


; = pa af 
As we received several months ago the coin dated 
‘3205 vith Rivakhans, 1305 must sorre srond with 7°26 and 1304 


as I understand heing that the J ohemiadnn year was a lunar - 
year, several days shorter than our year, which is a solar — 
year, they changed froma lunar to a solar vear. Instead Pe 
startine with 1344 and thereafter making each «4 solar year, | = 
_they refigured the whole of «he Mohammedan era and have dropped 
‘forty years. If you take 622 when their. era started and add 
1304, you will get 1926. They probably ficured it a little  — 


US, osha 
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Very truly yours, 


Curator 2 


Columbia Cuibersity 
tthe Citp of Hew Dork 
DEPARTMENT OF SEMITIC LANGUAGES 
February 5,1937 
Ir. Howland Wood, 


The American Numismatie Sootety, 
Broadway & 156 Street, N.Y. 


Dear Mr. Wood:- 


IT want to thank you very much for your letter of 
February 3, and for the data that it contains. 

I have gone to the bottom of the matter and know now 
what these Persians are doing. When the present Shah came to 
the throne, they wanted to Persianize themselves thoroughly, 
and adopted a new year by subtracting 622 from the Christian 
calendar date, and then changed the Mahomedan names of the 
months into old Persian names. The Persian newspapers that 
appear today contain three dates at the righthand side of the 


top page: the first is their new date, the second the Mahome- 


dan date, and the third is the Christian date. You will find | 
an exposé of this in the "Moslem World! 5 Pods Lee sae, 
I had read this article some time ago, but had forgotten it | 
entirely, and it was only yesterday that I was able to look 

up the matter at the New York Public Library. 


With cordial regards, believe me to be 


Faithfully yours, 


